


Obituary
A beautiful baby girl, Beth Irene Madison Howse was born on September 24, 1943 to Archie and Daile Madison, Sr. Her par-
ents doted on her and soon after welcomed a sister, Gail and brother, Archie, Jr. into the family. Being a big sister was a role
Beth assumed with all the loving kindness a little girl could muster, especially after the untimely death of her father when she
and her siblings were young children. With the help of their Uncle Bud, her mother Daile reared Beth along with her sister
and brother at 1034 17th Avenue North in the home of her maternal grandmother Mother Moore, beloved longtime dorm
director at Fisk University. 

Growing up in the shadow of the historic Fisk Jubilee Hall, Beth attended Nashville’s public schools and enjoyed a wonderful
childhood in the environs of the Fisk campus at the height of its golden years. Not only were she and her family members of
the Fisk Memorial Chapel, now-famous luminaries of the Harlem Renaissance period were the parents of Beth’s childhood
friends. Poet and librarian Arna Bontemps lived a few streets over while artist Aaron Douglas lived just two doors down, and
the famous musicologist John W. Work III was her family’s next door neighbor. 

Beth graduated from Nashville’s renowned Pearl High School in 1961 and she entered Fisk University that fall amid the burgeoning
modern Civil Rights Movement. Her choice to attend Fisk was unsurprising. Beth’s familial relationship to Fisk, had, even by
that time, stretched almost a century. Her maternal great-grandmother Ella Sheppard Moore entered Fisk as a student in 1868,
and was one of nine singers that formed the original Fisk Jubilee Singers troupe that departed on October 6, 1871 to raise
money to save the school.  As pianist and assistant director for the singers, Sheppard Moore was the most-recognizable and
longest-serving member of the group which introduced spirituals to the world, and erected Jubilee Hall as the first permanent
structure for the education of blacks in the South. 

Even as a teenager, Beth had dutifully represented her family every year at Jubilee Day, a tradition that she continued throughout
her life. A fourth generation Fiskite, she excelled at Fisk, graduating with her bachelor’s degree in 1965 before later attending
Peabody College, from which she was awarded a master’s degree. She married Wilfred B. Howse in July 1964 and together,
they began a family that included two sons, Bryan and Scott, and one daughter, Bethany.

In 1970, Beth returned to work at her alma mater Fisk University; and five years later, began her career as a Special Collections
Librarian in the John and Aurelia Hope Franklin Library under the tutelage of Ann Allen Shockley, whom she succeeded. Beth
thrived in her role as the caretaker of priceless Fiskiana and African-American archival materials. She took special pride in
painstakingly processing a number of Fisk's more than one hundred processed collections including the Fisk Jubilee Singers
Collection. She was never too busy to help researchers whether student, novice or expert, reach their highest heights, undergirding
them with her mastery of more than four decades of archival knowledge, and encouraging them with the sweetness of her
spirit and smile. In recognition of her tireless work, countless local, national and international authors have recognized the
debt they owe to her as both a professional and as an enthusiast in their book’s acknowledgements.    

During her summers, Beth nurtured scores of children over her more than three decade-long tenure as director of Fisk Mini-College.
Just this summer, more than fifty children were the beneficiaries of her unfailing commitment to the program. Their young
voices could be heard gleefully squealing her name as they competed to be the center of her attention.   

For more than thirty years, Beth also served as archivist for Sigma Pi Phi Fraternity, Incorporated (Boulé). She also enjoyed
helping members of the wider community including the Girl Scouts, with whom she helped to create the curricula for a Jubilee
Singers patch. For several decades, she was also a faithful member of the Howard Congregational Church where her great-
grandfather the Reverend George W. Moore had once been a minister. 

Above all, Beth was a loving family person and a faithful friend. An avid reader, she loved turtles, enjoyed cooking as well as
doing anything and everything with her devoted sister Gail.

Precious memories forever linger in the hearts of her sons Bryan and Scott (Amanda) Howse; daughter Bethany (Jerod)
Tolson; sister Gail (George Riley) Williams; brother Archie Madison; grandchildren Allyson, Scott, Jr., Malik and Makeylah
Howse, Alexander Price, Jayla and Ryan Tolson; nephews Kevin and Eric (Cecily) Williams; nieces Nicole Williams and Tracey
and Jamie Madison; cousins George and Julius (JoAnn) Alexander, Bill (Sarah) Hoffler  Julia Hudson, Betty Madison, Judith
Jordan and Alan (Rosario) Madison; great nephews and nieces Sharde (Donte) Curry, Jeremy, Danielle, Madison, Eric II, Zoe
and Halle Marie Williams, Brittany, Devan and Julian Madison;  The Williams and Howse families; special friends “The
Group” Ruth Quarles and the staff of the Fisk Franklin Library as well as a host of other family and friends.



Order of Service

GREETING
Leader: The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
People: And also with you.
Leader: Friends, we gather here in the protective shelter of God’s healing love. We are free to express our grief, release our
anger, face our emptiness, and know that God cares. We gather here as God’s people, conscious of others who have died and
of the frailty of our own existence on earth. We come to comfort and to support one another in our common loss. We gather
to hear God’s word of hope that can drive away our despair and move us to offer God our praise. We gather to commend to
God with thanksgiving the life of Beth Howse as we celebrate the good news of Christ’s resurrection. For whether we live of
whether we die, we belong to Christ who is Lord both of the dead and of the living.

PRAYER
Leader: The Peace of Christ be with you.
People: And also with you.
Leader: Let us pray.
All: Holy God, whose ways are not our ways and whose thoughts are not our thoughts, grant that your Holy Spirit may inter-
cede for us with sighs too deep for human words. Heal our wounded hearts made heavy by our sorrow. Through the veil of
our tears and the silence of our emptiness, assure us again that ear has not heard, nor eye seen, nor human imagination
envisioned, we may hold fast to the assurance of your favor and the hope of life eternal; through Jesus Christ our risen
Savior. Amen.

CONGREGATIONAL HYMN My Tribute (To God Be the Glory) Andrae Crouch

SCRIPTURE Old Testament Reading: Psalm 23

New Testament Reading: 1 Corinthians 15:53-58

Gospel Reading: Matthew 11:28-30

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS AND Dr. Crystal DeGregory 
WORDS OF REMEMBRANCE

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
Leader: Let us say again what we believe.
All: We believe there is no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, and we know that in everything God works for
good with those who love God, who are called according to God’s purpose. We are sure that neither death, nor life, nor
angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.

MUSICAL SELECTION Deep River Stephanie Hoffler

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION
Leader: Merciful God, we thank you for your word; it is a lamp for our feet, a light for our path. We thank you especially that
in the night of our grief and in the shadows of our sorrow, we are not left to ourselves. We have the light of your promises to
sustain and comfort us. Through our tears, give us vision to see in faith the consolation you intend for us. In your mercy,
grant us the unfailing guidance of your saving Word, both in life and in death; through Jesus Christ our risen Savior.
People: Amen.
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Leader: O God, whose days are without end and whose mercies cannot be counted, awaken us to the shortness and the
uncertainty of human life. By your Holy Spirit, lead us in faithfulness all our days. When we have served you in our genera-
tion, may we be gathered with those who have gone before, having the testimony of a good conscience, in the communion of
our holy church, in the confidence of a certain faith, in the comfort of a saving hope, in favor with you, our God, and at perfect
peace with the world: through Jesus Christ our Redeemer. Amen.

MUSICAL SELECTION Swing Low, Sweet Chariot The Fisk Jubilee Singers
Good News Dr. Paul T. Kwami, Director

COMMENDATION
Leader: Holy God, by your mighty power you gave us life, and in your love you have given us new life in Jesus Christ. We
now entrust Beth Howse to Your merciful care. We do this in the faith of Christ Jesus, who died and rose again to save us
and is now alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit in glory forever.
People: Amen.

BENEDICTION
Leader: May God bless you and keep you. May God’s face shine upon you and be gracious to you. May God look upon you
with kindness and give you peace. Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
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Interment
The interment will be scheduled 

for a later date.
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